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The art and life of Mr. Che Chen

Throwughout his long carcer as one of most highly regarded art cduscasors , Mr. Chen has also boen well known for his
oil paintings in Tawan . After gradissted from the department of fine aris ot Mationa] Torwan Namal Universaty in 1960,
Mr.Chen began to teach & at Provineisl Chiayi High School where be devoted himsell o educating young stadents for
thirty=four vears. Because of his ingenuaty and enthisiasm, most of his studenis are knowledpeable about ast and have
developed good personality Many of them even make good anists an educalons jan histonans, and other well-oducated
people with scsibetic lieracy . They not only are influential in the art circle now , but also assume the responsability for
promoting the development of an and caltare in Taiwan . Crwing 10 his unbque contribution e ant edecation, Mr, Chen
received the MNational Art Education Awand for Excelbent Teacher in 1974 | ardd the Provincial Awasd for Teacher off Gifled
Fducation in 1590 As far as his achievernenl in art is concermed |, there are ten sodo exhibitions and many join exhibiions
held . In ihe pasi decades | Mr. Chen's pambings have continued 1o command increasing critscal and publc acclaim. His
works are reganded a5 a milesione representing o success in carrying foraand the good trdstions of the older genoration,
ard instiating the mew development of moenl young antists in Taiswan . He is also honomably isvited to serve as a pudge in
some important mation-wide art exhibitions and comiests ,

Mr. Chen's style of life  full of wisdom , sense of  humos and beauty , bove | and compassion . He &5 nod somasch in
search of something he hasn't , but is enjoying what he has . That's why he scema o be ussaally in a staie of inmer serenaty
combined with an intense pesthelic awareness These qualitics are surally reflecied in his hamsondous and coloeful
paintings . He once said painting is like keeping one's diary . According to his philosoplry about art , the crecial poant in
artistic expression s sincerity and any painting that docs not move people’s emotions and prove the existence of the real
self is of no use . Mr. Chen enphasanes the imtemelstion betacen ot and life & well as the function of art in life, In his
viewpodnt , ihe work of art should not anly comvey the arisi’s thoughis 1o ilbe sudsence bist also purifly their minds,

It s my privilege as Mr. Chen’s stadend 1o miroduce has ant and Life. [ do bope the sudience can perceive bogh the
conberl “in” the fom and thst  “beyond™ the foem of his works . This i beeawse the tvo phases are equally imponant in
hus an .

By f,,;.j.ﬁ-? AT

Feng-jung Liu,

Ed.[kin an Education

From the University of Hlineis

af Lirbars-Champaign, ULS.A
Professor and Chalrman ,

Ciraduate school of Visual Ans and
Deptod fine Ans,

Marioaal Chisyi University . Taiwas, FAOWC,
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Chen-Che’s Creation Career

Cherche was bom in Dou-lie, Taiwan on September cighth, 1937.He was bom of a poor family. His father
died shen he was only tao years obd. As a dressmaker, his mother mased three children on ber own. They underwent lots
af hardships during World War 11, Aer the war, life was oven more dilficult. However, hard & life was, his mosher
didn't give up the education of the three children. Instcad, she emphassred (he importasce of mofal education and
culiivased her children’s love for art. Wigh the loving mather's encouragement, bolh Chen-che and his brother enensd
HMatione] Taiwan Nommal Universaly and majpened m am. .

Chen-che began (o show greal inberssl in & early in his childhood, He often represented his schools in different
ari conbests and won lost of prises. Besides s, his academic performance wis also cutstanding, In consequence, he was
able i cam scholarship and pay bis way thiough colbege.

He enlened the an depantisest of WTHLU in 19536, 10 ws in college that ke was initisted ingo scademic training of
artistic skills. He beamed about dessgn, Chisese padntieg, waler color painting, woodblock print, ete. Among them, he
likoed @il pantmg best. [n e firsg year, his oil paintng was selected in the department exhibition. Besides, one of his
woodblock prist works won a prize in the school competition, [n the junior year, he chose oil paimting as his major and
shadiod professional knowledge under the instruction of Professor Li Shi-chiso and Professor Liso Ji-chuen. Profiessor Li
was the only Taiwanese astist that won firs prize in a Japan's natioral an exhibtion. Profesor Liso®s was skilled in oil
painting. Dus 10 the two masters” gaidance, Chen-che shaspened antistic skills and leamed 10 work his own way in
creaiion, In 19460, be won first prize in the MTMU a exhibation and al the same tiee bis an work was scbocted in Taivang
axt exhibition, the biggest an exhibation ever in Talwan.

Afler graduatson, be became a \eacher and wught i Chiayi Semior High School. Emthusisstic abow st
edducation, he devobed st of bis e b school ad was caper o pass on his knoaledge and passion 10 his stedemts, With
hizs efforts, many students perfonmed sl in their stadics and won great priges in naticnal et exhsbitions. What's more,
they wene able ko pass the entranos exim and emer their klead umiversity, The grest achievernenits won Chen-che the title
of “madel eacher in am education™ in 1974, At presest, most of his students sre working on creation and teaching. Many
of them even wend for lanher shadies and got master’s of doctors degrees, All in all, their achievements m an education
are also pan of Chen-che's creation,

Chen-che held his first seacher-and-students” exhabition in Chiayi's Chong-Sun Hall in 1978, Many of his
shadenis whia won prizes in nasonal art exhibilion were mvited 10 joang their wacher, The display of an works was
intended o promole an activities and 10 arouse bocal people’ bove for beasty, The effect was pemarkable, As o result,
Chen-che amd his shadenis held fous point an exhibitions fom 1992 oo 1993, The series of exhibitions inspired his students
o keoep on prosmeeting & activities all over the couniry,

in 1974, Chen-che helped establish the Chinese Oil Painting Society and become one of s emportant members.
He west w0 Japan io visit local museums and join ai activitics in 1983 and 1984, By the way, he also poned Tanvan-and
Koeea's culture exchange an exhibition and national medem art exhibitsans, He held his A persomal an exhibation in
Twipei in 989, During the following 1en years, he held cight an exbibitions respoctively in Taschung, Kaohsiang, Chiayi,
and Mantow, Many of his art works were collecied by musoams, cultare centers and asi-collecions. In all, there were four
r albums published.

Chen~che retined from schood in 19454, Bai ke siill spares mo effon fo mstruct students and o provide them
gaides 1o ant creation. What's moee, be was inviied o be a councilor of Natsonal Oil Paintmg Soceety and 15 responssble
for gradieg an works in national ol painting exhibitions. At the same time, he also works as a counselor of Chaayt calture
department and of Cultare foundation in charge of grading ant works rom all over the country.

Chen-che" sivle of creation siaried from Realism and later combined the charactenstics off Cubism, Fausvism and
Susreadism He also picked up the essence of Chinese painting and blended the siyle inbo his. painiimg. His pasniings
faithfially recorded his experience and state of mind in differest stages of life. In other wionds, his st works can be taken
a enemoir of bis life story, His style i characiernioad by the unaliing black Imes of Chisse painting, He is more inberesied
in what the mind knaws than what the eye soes. Therefore, ke secks for the mmer beauty of things through images. His
small painking are mesant to enbertan. As for the big omes, they are reconds of his self-developneend in the course af life.

a
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Chen-Che’s way of painting

Wu Yin-chang
{[Fafnisas coneaissewr)

Wh;mbnﬂyﬂemmmmmwﬁtﬁmmkm;mmqwiﬁﬁd
Chen-che’s oil paintings. Therefore, our approciation of his an shall stan with the colors on the canvas.

In the hisiory of wesiemn oil painting. the expressing force of color has never broken down the shackles af
tuuhhmhimhmmﬁpmmﬁimhnmmmm.ﬂdmﬁlmimﬂmmhmﬂm
hecame more conscious of the powers of color did people begin v mone deeply explane other ekements (olors, lights, and
ﬂup:.}m-mnumdmﬁﬁwymmmmﬁmﬂwwmmcwm
wammmﬁﬁqnmmamumwﬁmhm painting, sensilivensess 0 colof,
which is an innaie gift, is so necessary (if not required) for & paister.

Mill-mm:lpnhﬁ:ghrd-pﬂnﬁn,gmumﬂm{m‘uﬁﬁﬂmrhmhkmnmmﬂhlm
excellent command of primary colors and mixed colors. In addition, he tempers the outgoing character of westem oil
paintings with oriental reflection, which lead the viewers b0 bathe in the meditation of colors. In this way, the audience can
ommune with the antworks, and feel the ecstasy, depressson, of tranguility they try to express.

Chen-che always composiles in accordance with acsthetic theory, which makes his works look very solid and
weighty. Although the paintings camry Chinese phisosophy of emptiness, spaces are pot slovenly amanged as 10 weakien
their power. In spite of mtional composition, images maintain flexible interaction by means of proper divisian aad
arramgement of color blocks. Measwhile, his slight brush touches and the use of thin oil kayers moderate the mass and
heaviness of paintings. In his laue works, he has broken the restraint of coscrete images and probed into the uiiverse of
concepeual beauty, where the images became more unconfined, mebodic, and comfortable. The more abstract they are, the
more they demostrate the merits of ol paintings—variety of codors, formation of blocks, and multinede spatial Liyers.

He chooses motives randomly From daily life, such as people (human bodies), sill life {flowers), and landscapes
{including abstract landscape paintings). Unlike others, his landscape paintings are meither scenery skeiches nor
impression record, bul o deconstnaction of natural images and re-creation of elements, like harmonious symphonic pocms,
in which he composes mindscapes with imegrabed musical thythms and subjective acsthetic comsciousness. In his sall ife
paintings, such as flowers, the plants mesemble ambigeous buman figures and thus produce vivid metaphonc and
husmoevass effects, Chen-che’s paantings of hirds are especially nolewonby, Birds are popular and succesifial motives in
traditional Chinese wash paintings, however, in il paintings, it is diffscul w drw as Efelike becanse of the comstrants of
maderials, | suppose it is Chen-che'’s empathic love of binds that, in addition io his skillful realistic depsction. qualify his
performance comgarabie to famous artists of Chinese paintings.

Most charsclers of his paintings for baman body are female. Though he docs not make skeiches of 3 neal model,
be succcssfully umes his memory and imaginaiion o capiure the spanl of a sexy, charming female body. In his
Wmﬁhﬂmhummmmmmwhwm.wmmh
inio a purified, general, and ciemal besuty. Recently 1 have seen some of his mone privale sketches conceming the sexual
desire. Differem fomm extremely realistic expression of Japan Ukiyo-¢ pomography, these works present the topic in
exagperaled, metamorphic manner. Though still alluring, this lineale and descriptive technique has blared out the
distinction between artworks and pomography, Viewing from the perspective of pure &t these works have abandonod
snasomical fllustration, and are more inclined to manifest the natural beauty of hisman figure by means of describing s
shstrnct structure. The onganic combination of the dynamiclstane, dense/sparse, handiender is an alternalive ropresentaton
of linzar an, the appeeciation of plastic besaty.

In conchasion, it is very obvious that Chen-che’s loaglime endesvor and practice has brought him into the temple
of abatract expeessionism and conemporary an. Wi can sec thal his paintings are s musacal and poetic that, afl his skills-
sch as the manipulation of colors, variation of shapes, control of lincation, and his ability &0 deal with abstract space—
bave aitain complete mabarity that be cas reslly paint at will. 1 hope those who sugport and care for an artist with such
originality and creativity, whose works certaindy are worthy of collecting. cam grow ap and progress with bis way of
painting, and | wish greatest success 40 his exhibition.
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I am a drawer
Chen-Che

Painters are gified, sensilive, and expressivie. Because of their innate gene of a painter, many of them,
thinagh nat well trained, accomplish masterpicces in the burst of surprising creative energy. Paimters have vigorous
desire for onginality, and strong impulse 1o express oneself, to affect others: areation is 1o them a Carcer, & mMassion,
Painters are ambaibows, idealistic, and perposclul, ikey gpare no elfors planning life of creativiiy.

I am ncd a painier, though 1 did deeamed 1o be one, | dare mol to be a painter, because 1 am aware of my
lack of talenis, perseverance, and endhbusinsm, Bud aris have always been my love, so | choose b0 be o drawer. [ bas
becn more than fory years since | began lo bessm b0 paind, althoogh | have never made any breakihrough mor
established my own style, Creation has always accompanied me during these years since 1 had mothing fo do after
my refirement. 50 painting becans: my job, my habby, and my happiness. [ do nat draw putposefully, | just draw
whatever 1 like. | do mot wani pepatation and cossequent conslrainl

With words, ofe can pecond trvia dealledly ia a diary, with drawiag. one only caplares thoughts and
feelimgs of daily life. Be it vague, clesr. imagery, or absteact, they ane all spiritual phenomens (et paintings recosd,
I keep several white Java sparrows. which chinp in recognition of the seands of my homecoming motoscycle,
When | occasionally let them cut of the cage, insiead of flying away, they would stay on my shoulders or head.
Raising 1hem from their birth, perhaps they have cullivated a deep feeling with me that they would nof veniure for
freedam. In my painlings. | always set the spamows in the wild, in the melon garden, or in ke woods. | uwsed 1o
obearve therr vanous poses in the cage and paint a picture named “Birds of ithe same woods™, in which a handred
white Java sparmivas porch on the same ree. Freedom is prsceless and [ hope they can live outside of the cage.
However, my spammows pever Mock amd My abowl the wosds: 5l 15 not a feal phenomenon, bisl only my mental
ilbusion that [ palnned,

Some people will probably comsider my way of painting mcoasksienl: sbaract “Fuh Suite™, realiste
portraits, snd the “Grid quilt”, which reveals an ebvious inclinstion 1o design. However, | choose them just fram
subjects srousd me. | used to hang about in the market with & fish vesdor, and fousd those carebessly piled fish
appeared patterns that was full of abstract beauty and rhythme To depict it realistically is like to drow an snstomic
chast for biology classes, that its wtal beauty would be Jost. A grid quilt looks like a design drawing. therefore, |
omal light eonirast and brash wouch 10 decrease s three-dimersional effect. On the olher hand, portrails that covey
feelings and emotions cansot be done sbstractly nor mechanically: innocenl beauly is the main concern!

I have sraveled many places, and | have always liked 1o play tenmls, However, my desire o painl soens to
wanish when | am deeply immersed in these hobbies, My landscape works age few becanse this topic seems. less
stimuland o me, although | appreciate secing picbures of heaven-reaching moantxing or deteniomied houses (1 envy
those wiho can paint landscapes!). Generally speaking, men are more labricioas and carious shogt sex, and | am so
exceplion. Sometimes | would look X-rated video w relieve boredom, bist 1 also like 1o make fun of it. Through
hamorons exaggeration, the mystic sex s arkstically purified.

Traly, | don®t deserve ike konor of a painter, | am neither sggressive mor sdvemtenous, | just like o live in
ibe world of paimting, amusing my=elf with painting. | paind to help balance my ﬁ:c.lml:s and emndioss, Thereloee, 1
am merely a drawer.
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