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One day on the MRT, an old lady with severe
hearing loss saw a young man facing her; he seemed to
be talking nonstop. She grew a little impatient because
she couldn't hear anything. She thought that the young
man was trying to tell her something but his voice
wasn’t loud enough, so she said to him: "What are you
talking about? I could not hear you!" The young man
answered with surprise: "I wasn’t talking; I’'m chewing
bubble gum!" Recently, I also began suffering from
hearing loss. While taking the MRT in Taipei, people
would always offer their seats to me. I guess I am

getting old!

Venerable Master Sheng Yen said in his last
words, “Busy with nothing, growing old. Within
emptiness, weeping, laughing. Intrinsically, there is no
‘I.” Life and death, thus cast aside.” ‘Nothing’ because
we do not get involved in any disputes in the real world;
instead, we remain ‘busy’ with our own spiritual world,
so that we are unaware when old age arrives. Although
we are ‘emptied’ of worldly affairs, there are still things
that we cannot help crying or laughing over. I did not
exist before, so why should I care about the value of my
existence; life and death are all very natural, accidentally
born and inevitably dying, so why care? Thus since
2008, my works are all emotionally provoked: such as
“Busy with Nothing, Growing Old”, “Time and Space
May Have Ends, But I Wish for Eternity”, “Memory
of the Old Tree Trunk” and “Guarding the Wrecked

Homeland.”

Unintentionally, I fell in love with the character "
LJ". It is a very simple character, but I found it to be full
of philosophy, especially in symbolizing one's thoughts
and feelings. The upright "LJ" represents something
upward, optimistic, active and bringing us happiness.
The inverted "[M" stands for something closed, sinking,
blocked and glum. When turning the character left or
right to " [C", it gives people a feeling of outward
development, being blessed in all ways and having a
flexible mind. I often study western painters’ albums,
seriously exploring the roads they had taken, and how
they overcame obstacles and setbacks. That is why I use
"U" in composing my Painter Interpretation series to

offer a deeper understanding of more painters.
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The works with folk story themes were probably
the results of my childhood memories. Watching
Taiwanese opera and glove puppetry performing
folk stories was the only entertainment during my
childhood. Drawing about it has brought back some
strong emotions. Reminiscing more than creating
represents the life of one growing old, so I also wrote
some articles: ““The White Java Sparrow and I, “About
Death”, “More Gods, More Blessings”, “Birds of the
Same Forest” and “Single Parenting”; they are filled
with laughter, joy and/or sadness. During 1956-1960, 1
studied in National Taiwan Normal University where I
majored in fine arts. Living in poverty, lacking painting
materials and information, I did not even know how
to preserve my own works back then, nor did I know
where my previous works had gone to. This year,
NTNU’s Department of Fine Arts is proud to have
Professor Zhang, a restoration expert, to engage in the
restoration project of NTNU’s collection "Works of
Those Years". I was invited back to NTNU to identify
my previous works. The four years of college life were
immediately recaptured in my mind, and I was full of
emotional thoughts. It was like seeing my child whom I

hadn’t seen for more than fifty years.

In order to make the promotion of mental health
more concrete and feasible, the Taiwan Mental Health
Foundation, from year to year, has held various mental
health-related lectures and activities based on brain
science knowledge. The Chiayi session invited both
Dr. Chang Keng Yuan and I to deliver speeches. Dr.
Chang talked about “Art Therapy", guiding people into
psychological therapy according to his physiological
and medical expertise, combined with his oil painting
creations and experience, to help people relieve their
depression, melancholia and fear. Dr. Chang had read
widely regarding art books, and often discussed creation
and the principles of life with me. His lecture mainly
focused on art therapy. I thus offered him auxiliary
illustrations using my latest works. That was the motive
behind my decision to publish: “I Have Stories To Tell”,
which includes the six years of my works after the “
Retrospective Exhibition Of 70 Years” in 2006, and
after “My Memory”, as there are still many things that I

want to say through my paintings.

Chen Che
May 29,2012
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BELTA "BEF" Interpreting Edvard Munch’s Puberty 84x60cm JH¥ 20124
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Folk Stories
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Busy with Nothing, Growing Old
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Time and Space May Have Ends, But I Wish for Eternity
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